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MISSION STATEMENT:  The Otselic Valley Central School community will 
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve 

their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.
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It is hard to believe we are already 
through two months of the school year. 
So much is going on in and out of the 
classrooms. Our faculty and staff are 
hard at work to improve service to our 
Vikings and to accomplish the Board of 
Education adopted goals for the year.

In August the Board of Education adopted the four 
goals listed below:
 I. All students will be literate at or above  

grade level.
 II. All students will be numerate at or above  

grade level.
 III. All students will graduate. (75% of students 

will be college- and career-ready)
 IV. Successful transition to K-12 campus.  

Plans articulated for:
  1. Instructional/Scheduling
  2. Facilities
  3. Transportation
  4. Budgetary

The first three will be used for multiple years as 
we constantly strive to improve student learning. 
We want all of our students to be at or above grade 
level in literacy and math with our immediate goal 
of improving our NYS assessment results by at least 
10% at or above NYS averages. We made significant 
progress as compared to other schools in our BOCES 
and in NYS last year and are working to do even better 
this year. We not only want all students to graduate 
but also to be college- and career-ready. Our gradu-
ation rate for last year was almost 94%. While it is 
one the best in the area, we must continue to strive 
to have all of our Vikings graduate. NYS defines col-
lege- and career-ready as achieving at least a 75 on the 
English Regents and at least an 80 on a Math Regents. 

Superintendent’s Message
We have instituted a two year algebra sequence for 
those students that do not achieve an 80 on the Math 
Regents during the first year. These students are then 
provided extra support to close that gap. NYS data 
shows that students who achieve an 80 in Algebra 
are better prepared and ultimately more successful 
in upper level high school math and college courses. 

The fourth Board goal focuses on our transition to 
one campus to start the 2013-14 school year. In early 
October we received State Education Department 
(SED) approval on the structural project and were only 
waiting for final approval on addendums as requested 
by SED. The bidding process and construction will 
begin soon. The rest of the year will be very busy as 
we must begin planning now to allow for as smooth 
a transition as possible to one campus. Preparation 
of the proposed budget for next year will also occur 
simultaneously. At each of the subsequent board 
meetings leading up to the May budget vote, sepa-
rate areas of our School District will be researched 
and presented. The information and data uncovered 
will then be used to make decisions that provide our 
students with as many rich learning opportunities 
as possible while balancing the fiscal interests of our 
community. Moving to one campus will allow us to 
decrease or eliminate numerous inefficiencies and 
doubling of services while reallocating those funds 
into the instructional program. Areas we plan to 
explore include but are not limited to food service, 
transportation, buildings and grounds, academic 
scheduling, administration and BOCES services. 
Some areas will be larger than others and take more 
time to cover. Please check the District webpage for 
the upcoming board agenda posted a couple of days 
before the scheduled meeting to see what topics will 
be covered.

continued on next page
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There will continue to be more changes at OV 
as we plan to move to one campus and to provide 
the best education possible to our Vikings in a 
challenging fiscal environment. Please check out 
our twitter and blog, on the District webpage, for 
informational updates. If anyone has questions or 
concerns at any time or has a question for the blog, 
please let me know by calling the District Office 
at 653-4042, or email rhughes@ovcs.org. As always, 
I look forward to hearing from you.

—Richard Hughes, Superintendent

New Faces at OV
Eric Wentworth

My name is Eric Wentworth and 
I will be teaching Communications 
I and II as well as teaching social 
studies as a part of the Alternative 
Education program during the 
2012-2013 school year. As many 
of you know, I graduated from 
Otselic Valley in 2008. I completed 

my college education at SUNY Oswego where 
I received my Bachelor’s degree in Education 
with a concentration in social studies in  
May 2012. Some of my interests include playing 
and watching sports, reading and hanging out 
with my dog, Bo. It is an honor and privilege 
to be back at my alma mater, Otselic Valley, 
and I look forward to being active in the com-
munity once again. It is truly great to be back. 
Go Vikings!

Anthony Zaia
My name is Anthony Zaia.  

I am the new Special Education 
and 7th grade math teacher here 
at OV. I am from a small town 
in upstate NY called Phoenix.  
I graduated from Keuka College 
in May 2012. During my time at 
Keuka I played four years of col-

lege baseball, primarily as a pitcher. I am very 
excited to work with the community of OV to 
help strengthen the community, both inside and 
outside the classroom!

continued from previous page Social Studies
U.S. History and Government News

On our first day of classes we had a discussion on why 
we learn about history. I discussed with the students that 
they are living in the present, making a plan for the future 
based on their knowledge of the past. We revisited the 
American Revolution and discussed the reasons and ways 
the colonists protested the King and Parliament which led 
them to declare their Independence. Students finished 
this unit with a Document Based Essay. Students who 
need to work on essay writing should be doing re-writes 
to increase their writing skills.

The next unit of study is the Constitution and we are 
in the middle of all of the details of how our government 
works! I am encouraging students to watch the presiden-
tial debates and keep up with the election coverage.

Government and Economics
We are watching CNN Student news daily and answer-

ing discussion questions. We have had some really good 
conversations about what is happening on the news.

Homework is for the students to keep watching the 
daily news and turning in discussion questions.

We have covered political parties and platforms. We are 
currently debating whether the Electoral College should 
be eliminated. We will do a mock election and see which 
candidate the class chooses. I would like the students to 
watch the presidential debates and keep up with the news 
coverage on the election.

Students have a Special Interest Group project to pres-
ent to the class; they have chosen community service 
projects.

Social Studies, Grade 7-8
We started out learning about westward expansion and 

the Wild West. You children showed me what they learned 
in a DBQ essay. I am happy to see that the hard work they 
put in learning writing skills last year is really paying off.

Students learned about the Industrial Age, including 
inventors and the rise of large corporations. For the immi-
gration unit students have chosen a country to research. 
We will be working with the librarian to learn research 
skills. They will write as if they are an immigrant coming 
to American. The project includes journal writing and 
a PowerPoint® presentation for the visuals. For extra 
credit, students may make and bring in an item of food 
from their country. All students will present this project 
in front of the class, learning speaking and presentation 
skills. Students are adjusting to the new schedule and 
are doing fine!
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Reminder— 
Home Access Center 

Parents of students in grades 7-12 have the 
opportunity to use the Home Access Center that is 
a part of the student management system program. 
Parents can view scores their child earned on quiz-
zes and exams, assignments completed, as well as 
missing assignments.

If you do not have a user name and password, 
please contact the High School Office at 315-653-7218.

School Breakfast
Good for Kids and Good for Parents!

For parents with busy schedules, it can be hard to 
make sure that kids are eating a healthy breakfast before 
they go to school in the morning. 

Sometimes children aren’t hungry right after waking 
up and it’s hard to find foods they like to eat that are 
also healthy. Also, some kids refuse breakfast at home 
but are hungry when they arrive at school. At school, we 
have a great breakfast program for all students. 

If morning meals are difficult for your family, let the 
School Breakfast Program help you out!

School Breakfast Facts
A great breakfast program is offered every day! 

Here are some fun facts about school breakfast: 
•	 It	is	easy!	Instead	of	running	around	in	the	morning	

trying to make sure your children eat a healthy meal, 
let us do the work. They can get a great breakfast at 
school, and there will be no dishes for you to wash! 

•	 It	is	affordable!	If	qualified,	your	child	may	be	able	
to get breakfast at a reduced price or for free. If your 
child already eats a free or reduced price lunch, they 
automatically qualify for a free or reduced price 
breakfast.

•	 It	is	tasty!	Schools	now	have	more	variety	to	choose	
from when deciding what to offer your children for 
breakfast. Request a menu so you can view what your 
child may be eating at school. 

•	 It’s	 good	 for	 the	brain!	Research	 suggests	 that	not	
having breakfast can affect children’s intellectual 
performance (CDC).

Meal Prices for 2012-2013
High School

Student Breakfast Category
 Free Reduced Paid Adult
 $0.00 $0.25 $1.30 $2.00
Student Lunch Category
 Free Reduced Paid Adult
 $0.00 $0.25 $1.95 $4.00

Elementary School
Student Breakfast Category
 Free Reduced Paid Adult
 $0.00 $0.25 $1.20 $2.00
Student Lunch Category
 Free Reduced Paid Adult
 $0.00 $0.25 $1.85 $4.00

Spanish News
A special thanks to the Grange for their gen-

erous donation of Spanish-English dictionaries.  
The Spanish 1 students have already used them on 
several assignments.

Second Grade News
Students in Ms. Soprano’s second grade are 

engaged in the Imagine Learning literacy software 
program. They enjoy playing the games at the end 
of a lesson and also singing songs about nouns, 
pronouns and counting patterns. Through the daily 
use of this they are also becoming proficient with 
using technology in the classroom.
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Save the Date
On December 13, 2012 the FFA 

will host a Red Cross Blood Drive 
in the High School MPR at  
9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

FFA Citrus Fruit Sale
Once again, the FFA will be selling quality citrus fruit 

fresh from Florida. The fruit is expected to be delivered to the 
High School around Tuesday, December 4. Please make sure 
that your phone number is clearly written so that FFA mem-
bers may contact you when the fruit arrives. Orders will be 
taken until November 5. If you have questions, please contact  
Mrs. Robinson, FFA Advisor, at 315-653-7218 during school 
hours or at brobinso@ovcs.org. Thank you for your support.

Variety of Fruit 4/5 Bu. Box 
(full box) Qty. 2/5 Bu. Box 

(half box) Qty.

Navel Oranges $24.00 $11.00

Pink/Red 
Grapefruit $22.00 $11.00

Tangelos $22.00 $11.00

Juice Oranges $21.00 $10.50

Combo Packs 2/5 Bu. Box 
(half box) Qty.

Citrus Trio—
contains navel oranges,  

red grapefruit and tangelos
$22.00

Holiday Gift Pack— 
assortment of navel oranges,  

grapefruit and red delicious apples
$22.00

Total Amount of Money Due: ________________________________

FFA/Junior FFA Member’s Name: ____________________________

____________________________________________________

Customer’s Name: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Customer’s Phone Number: __________________________________

FFA Citrus Fruit Sale Order Form

Early Recognition  
Screening Program

Dear Parents/Guardians,
The Early Recognition Screening Program 

is a free, confidential, voluntary program 
designed to help parents/guardians identify 
any early emotional/behavioral health issues 
in their children. This screening program 
was made possible by a grant through New 
York State. The screenings are brief (it only 
takes about five minutes to complete!) and 
all screenings are collected and scored by 
myself and the results are released to the 
parents/guardians directly. If the screening 
indicates that a child is struggling emo-
tionally or behaviorally, it will be up to the 
parent/guardian to decide when and if they 
would like to access help for their child.  
I can also assist parents/guardians in 
making recommendations and referrals to 
the appropriate service providers.

As many of you are aware, many children 
and adolescents are in need of emotional 
and/or behavioral support. It is our belief 
that children and adolescents who receive 
early intervention to manage these areas 
of concern perform better in school, relate 
better with their family and caregivers, and 
are better able to form healthy relationships. 
Early identification and intervention can 
assist your child in learning how to cope 
better with life’s ups and downs, thereby 
increasing their likelihood of success in the 
future. I believe that knowledge is power and 
if you are made aware of the areas that are 
difficult for your child, you can decide how 
you want to help your child in those areas.

If you have any questions about the 
screening program, please feel free to contact 
me at 607-244-8822 or by email paulascreen-
ings@gmail.com.

Sincerely, 
Paula Carhart 
Early Recognition
Screener/Coordinator
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Boys’ JV/Varsity Basketball 2012

November
Wednesday ......21 .... Fabius-Pompey (Scr.) .... A . 10:00
Saturday ..........24 .... Hamilton (Scr.) .............. A ... 9:00
Tuesday .......... 27 .... Blessed Virgin Mary ..... H ... 5:30
Thursday ........ 29 .... Tyburn (Varsity) ............ H ....7:15

December
Tuesday ............ 4 .... Brookfield ...................... A ... 5:30
Friday................ 7 .... Stockbridge ................... H ... 5:30
Tuesday ...........11 .... McGraw ......................... A ... 5:30
Friday...............14 .... Madison (JV) ................. H ... 5:30
Saturday ..........15 .... Madison ......................... A .. TBA
Monday............17 .... Blesses Virgin Mary ..... H ... 5:30
Thursday ........ 27 .... DeRuyter Tourn ............ A .. TBA
Friday.............. 28 .... DeRuyter Tourn ............ A .. TBA

January
Friday................ 4 .... Tyburn (Varsity) ............ A ....7:15
Tuesday ............ 8 .... Cincinnatus ................... A ... 5:30
Friday...............11 .... Brookfield ...................... H ... 5:30
Tuesday ...........15 .... Stockbridge ................... A ... 5:30
Friday...............18 .... McGraw ......................... H ... 5:30
Friday.............. 25 .... Madison ......................... A ... 5:30
Tuesday .......... 29 .... DeRuyter ....................... H ... 5:30
Thursday .........31 .... George Junior ................ H ... 4:30

February

Wednesday ....... 6 .... Cincinnatus ................... H ... 5:30

Boys’ Modified Basketball 2012

November
Wednesday ....... 7 .... Brookfield ...................... A ... 4:30
Friday................ 9 .... Stockbridge ................... H ... 4:30
Wednesday ......14 .... McGraw ......................... A ... 4:30
Friday...............16 .... Madison ......................... H ... 4:30
Monday............19 .... DeRuyter ....................... A ... 4:30
Wednesday ..... 28 .... Cincinnatus ................... A ... 4:30
Friday.............. 30 .... Brookfield ...................... H ... 4:30

December
Monday............. 3 .... Stockbridge ................... A ... 4:30
Wednesday ....... 5 .... McGraw ......................... H ... 4:30
Friday................ 7 .... Madison ......................... A ... 4:30
Monday............10 .... DeRuyter ....................... H ... 4:30
Friday...............14 .... Cincinnatus ................... H ... 4:30

Girls’ JV/Varsity Basketball 2012

November
Tuesday .......... 27 .... Greene ........................... A ... 5:30
Thursday ........ 29 .... Tyburn (Varsity) ............ H ... 5:00

December
Monday............. 3 .... Sauquoit Valley ............. H ... 5:00
Monday............10 .... Morrisville-Eaton ......... A ... 5:00
Wednesday ..... 12 .... Stockbridge (Varsity) .... A ... 6:00
Tuesday ...........18 .... DeRuyter (Varsity) ........ A ... 6:00
Friday...............21 .... Cincinnatus ................... H ... 6:00
Thursday ........ 27 .... Fabius-Pompey Tourn .. A .. TBA
Friday.............. 28 .... Fabius-Pompey Tourn .. A .. TBA

January
Friday................ 4 .... Tyburn (Varsity) ............ A ... 5:30
Wednesday ....... 9 .... Cincinnatus ................... A ... 6:00
Tuesday ...........15 .... Sauquoit Valley ............. A ... 5:00
Thursday .........17 .... DeRuyter (Varsity) ........ H ... 6:00
Saturday ..........19 .... Morrisville-Eaton ......... H ... 2:30
Wednesday ..... 23 .... DeRuyter (Varsity) ........ H ... 6:00
Friday.............. 25 .... Stockbridge (Varsity) .... H ... 6:00
Tuesday .......... 29 .... Stockbridge (Varsity) .... A ... 6:00
Thursday .........31 .... Cincinnatus ................... H ... 5:00

Girls’ Modified Basketball 2012

January
Wednesday ......16 .... DeRuyter ....................... A ... 4:30
Friday...............15 .... Madison ......................... H ... 4:30
Tuesday .......... 22 .... Cincinnatus ................... H ... 4:30
Thursday .........24 .... Stockbridge ................... A ... 4:30
Wednesday ..... 30 .... DeRuyter ....................... H ... 4:30

February
Friday................ 1 .... Madison ......................... A ... 4:30
Monday............. 4 .... Cincinnatus ................... A ... 4:30
Wednesday ....... 7 .... Stockbridge ................... H ... 4:30
Monday` ...........11 .... DeRuyter ....................... A ... 4:30
Wednesday ......13 .... Madison ......................... H ... 4:30
Friday...............15 .... Cincinnatus ................... H ... 4:30
Monday........... 25 .... Stockbridge ................... A ... 4:30

Winter Basketball Schedule

Good Luck to 
All Our Players!
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The FFA and Junior FFA had a busy summer. 
Starting it out, Ryan Bassett, Emily Comfort, 
Francesca and Karl Cortez, and Crystal Hayner 
traveled up to the North Country and attended FFA 
Leadership Camp at Oswegatchie Educational Center 
for a week. Sea plane rides, the high and low ropes 
course adventure, water skiing and tubing, horseback 
riding, and mountain biking were just some of the 
many activities that filled out the week. A great time 
was had by all.

The Chenango County Planning 
and Development Board invited  
Mrs. Robinson and Jessica Ossont 
to attend the Chenango County 
Agricultural Tour for Legislators  
on July 17. They 

toured the AgroFarma plant in 
Edmeston, the Postma Diary 
adjacent to AgroFarma and the 
Vermuylen sheep farm. It was very 
educational.

Susan Graham and Peter Robinson competed at 
the Chenango County Fair. Peter showed some of his 
prize winning Brown Swiss dairy cattle, receiving 
1st place with his fall yearling heifer and 2nd place 

with his fall calf. Susan 
showed her dairy and 
meat goats, coming in 
1st in goat judging and 
4th in dairy and meat 
goat showmanship.

Just a couple short weeks later, FFA and Junior FFA 
members were found competing at the NY State Fair. 
Susan Graham placed 2nd in 
goat judging, 3rd in meat and 
dairy goat showmanship, and 
4th in the Goat Olympics com-
petition! Junior FFA members 
Kent and Kurt Stark competed 
in the small gas engine contest 
and diesel troubleshooting 
contest, placing 1st in both! Kent placed 1st indi-

vidual and Kurt placed 2nd in 
both competitions! FFA members 
Tom Foster and Peter Robinson 
also teamed up for the small gas 
engine contest, placing 9th, and 
the diesel troubleshooting contest, 

FFA and Junior FFA Notes
placing 3rd. In the diesel competition, Tom was tied 
for 3rd place individual and Peter was 5th individual. 
Junior FFA member Francesca Cortez participated in 

the Dairy Handlers compe-
tition. FFA members Tom 
Foster, Crystal Hayner, 
Jen Rhoades and Peter 
Robinson made up the 
first team to participate in 

the new dairy judging and management contest. That 
was a tough challenge and we have our work cut out 
for us this year. Junior FFA members Dylan Howe 
and Coleman O’Hara racked up major wins in the 
tree ID, wildlife ID and environmental and natural 
resources contests! Coleman was 2nd individual and 
Dylan was 6th in both the wildlife and the environ-
mental and natural resources contests. They were the 
3rd place team in both contests, too. This Junior FFA 
team placed 8th in tree ID. 
The team of Crystal Hayner, 
Christopher O’Hara and Jen 
Rhoades also did well in 
these contests. Chris was 4th 
place individual and Crystal 
was 12th place individual 
in the wildlife contest. The 
team placed 2nd in wildlife, 8th in tree ID and 9th 
in the environmental and natural resources contests. 
We also had Mark Andrews, Dyrick and Nate 
Clemens, Emily Comfort, Fran and Karl Cortez, 
Kesshia DeLee, Tom Foster, Crystal Hayner, Megan 
Hotaling, Dylan Howe, Alan Lewis, Dakota and 
Gavin Lolar, Nate Morse, Chris and Coleman 
O’Hara, Jen Rhoades and Peter Robinson work the 
trams on Senior Citizens’ Day, August 27.

The State Fair was just a warm up for the SUNY 
Cobleskill High School Day Ag. Competitions to come 
on September 21. In addition to activities such as Ag. 
Engineering technology field demonstrations and 
tours of the aquaculture facility, greenhouses and 
meat processing plant, Mrs. Robinson’s Ag. students, 
FFA members and Junior FFA members competed in 
many contests such as: hydraulic and light construc-
tion equipment operation, tractor driving events with 
2-wheel and 4-wheel trailers, identification of trees, 
cut flowers, weeds, feeds, forage and seeds, insects, 
and interior foliage plants, dairy cattle judging, dairy 
cattle showmanship, equine competition, and fish-
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eries and wildlife. There were just a few shy of 800 
students from around New York State participating 
in these contests! Award plaques were presented to 
students in 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. We are proud to 
announce the Otselic Valley winners!

Levi Billy: 3rd place weed ID
Jon Bower: door prize
Nate Clemens: 2nd place insect ID
Tim Foster: 2nd place forage and seed ID, 2nd place 

feed ID, 2nd place weed ID
Megan Hotaling: 2nd place cut flowers ID
Amanda Korb: 1st place cut flowers ID
Chris O’Hara: 3rd place insect ID
Peter Robinson: 3rd place 4 wheel tractor contest
Eva Stone: 3rd place cut flowers ID
Nate Clemens and Chris O’Hara: 1st place team 

fisheries and wildlife
Students par-

ticipating in the 
c ont e s t s  we r e: 

Seniors—Greg 
D e R o c h i e , 
Dalton Stone, 
Howard Straight; Juniors—Karl Cortez, Kesshia 
DeLee, Isaiah Dunagan, Susan Graham, Amanda 
Korb, Gavin Lolar, Dustin Marshall, Peter Robinson; 
Sophomores—Isaac Babcock, Jon Bower, Nate 
Clemens, Tom Foster, Crystal Hayner, Dakota 
Kelly, Frank Mazepa, Chris O’Hara, Tim Reichard, 
Jen Rhoades, Connor Smith; Freshmen—Sabrina 
Bard, Levi Billy, Emily Comfort, Fran Cortez, Lucas 
Heintz, Megan Hotaling, Grace Lowry, Dominic 
MacLaury, Hunter Mills, Coleman O’Hara, Patience 
Smith, Kent and Kurt Stark, Amber Thornton; Junior 
FFA— Kaylie Cross, Hayley Donnelly, Dawson Fink, 
Larry Hackett, Lauren Kenyon, Gordon Marshall, 

Nate Morse, Clayton O’Hara, Jimmy Ossont, 
Solomon Plummer, Jesse Ramsay, Justin Rodda, 
Emma Stone and Corbin Wilkins-Learned.

The freshmen 
Ag.  c lass  has 
figured out the 
energy bike kit 
that we have been 
studying as part 
of our renewable 
energy education 
grant. We have had a lot of fun with it.

We are now turning our attention to the upcom-
ing First Annual FFA Hawaiian Luau on October 12, 
the National FFA Convention Trip to Indianapolis, 
Indiana and our citrus, cheese and sausage sale in 
October and November. 

Respectfully submitted,
Emily Comfort, 
FFA Reporter

Class of 2014 Events
The Class of 2014 hosted a Halloween Dance on 

October 26. Games, dancing, food and great fun took 
place, including a haunted house. Thank you for 
coming!

It is that time of year again for the annual cheese-
cake and cookie dough sale. During the first two 
weeks of November, the class of 2014 members will be 
taking orders for these delicious goodies. The orders 
are scheduled to come in December 3. 

Following this sale, the class will be selling wreaths 
and poinsettias, which will be delivered in time for 
the holidays as well.

The 2014 Class Officers and Executive Committee—
President Gavin Lolar, Vice President Lauren Harris, 
Secretary Kesshia DeLee, Treasurer Susan Graham, 

Reporters Carly Stone and Amanda Korb, Student 
Council Representatives Elyse Petersen and Ryan Day 
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Calendar of Events
November
 1 Athletic Booster Club Meeting, HS
  Fall Athletic Banquet, MPR, 6:00 p.m.
 3 SAT Exam
 7 All-County Audition Festival, B-G HS
 9 Veterans’ Day Program
  Marking Period Ends
 12 No School—Veterans’ Day
 12 Varsity and JV Basketball Practice Begins
 13 Technology Committee Meeting
 14 Board of Education Meeting, HS, 7:30 p.m.
 16 Report Cards Mailed
 19 No School—Parent Conference Day
 20 Half Day for Students
 21-23 No School for Students

December
 1 SAT Exam
 6 Athletic Booster Club Meeting, HS
 11 Technology Committee Meeting
 14 Half Day for Students
  Winterfest, HS, a.m. 
  Second Interim Marking Period Ends
 19 Board of Education Meeting, Elem., 7:30 p.m.
 20 5-12 Winter Concert 
  K-4 Sing-a-Long
 21 Interim Reports Mailed
 24-31 No School—Christmas Recess


